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of life? What did man know of the checks and balances, of
the finer metabolisms, of the relation of the body and the soul;
of glands, of vitamins, hormones? Only the beginning, the
edge of things, had been reached. Some day someone would
penetrate the true mysteries. Some day someone would begin
to understand.
First Mesmer. Then the brothers Puysegur had confirmed
his findings, but had proved that, though he was right in \vhat
he had found, he was wrong in his description of it. Experts
who always hated any change claimed that, since the magnet
was not necessary in hypnosis, hypnosis itself did not exist.
Then the brothers, removing all physical contacts and con-
tinuing Mesmer's research, saw that they had come upon a
new power. Electrical research proved that electricity was
not fluid. It was this research on electricity which overthrew
the mechanistic theory. Electricity, which had been con-
sidered a curious anomaly, was found to be the basic tie of
the universe. Cohesion, magnetism, and gravitation were all
seen as manifestations of this fundamental energy: matter it-
self was realized to be only the play of electric charges.
Therapy followed. Hypnosis was used to heal. No one
went beyond this. Normalcy was the aim. No one inquired
what normalcy was or why men became so tortured as to lose
it.
Sigmund Freud's was no solution. It was only the partial
development of an immense theme. Freud had only added
the bedroom act to the conversation of the drawing room.
He had not explained it. His concept of cause and effect was
an oversimplification. The greatest mystery he had not
touched. That mystery was cthe force,3 of which sex was only
a single manifestation.
Through the window Channel could see Sebastian's girls.
They were sitting on the ground outside his house. They were
just being. They were fundamental. They were more female
than Olga because they were, as organisms, infinitely simpler.